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"Find the sick, the suffering and the lonely right there where you are. . . . You can find Calcutta all

over the world, if you have the eyes to see." --Mother Teresa Lifelong educator Mary Poplin, after

experiencing a newfound awakening to faith, sent a letter to Calcutta asking if she could visit Mother

Teresa and volunteer with the Missionaries of Charity. She received a response saying, "You are

welcome to share in our works of love for the poorest of the poor." So in the spring of 1996, Poplin

spent two months in Calcutta as a volunteer. There she observed Mother Teresa's life of work and

service to the poor, participating in the community's commitments to simplicity and mercy. Mother

Teresa's unabashedly religious work stands in countercultural contrast to the limitations of our

secular age. Poplin's journey gives us an inside glimpse into one of the most influential lives of the

twentieth century and the lessons Mother Teresa continues to offer. Upon Poplin's return, she soon

discovered that God was calling her to serve the university world with the same kind of holistic

service with which Mother Teresa served Calcutta. Not everyone can go to Calcutta. But all of us

can find our own meaningful work and service. Come and answer the call to find your Calcutta!
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Deep down, my absolute favorite thing to do is shop. As I write this, I'm internally scheming how to

get the biggest bang for my buck on my next errand. I like things, especially pretty ones, and

acquiring them makes me feel good. As I've come to recognize this passion of mine, I've found it

nagging at me a bit. I know people who hate to shop. On top of that, they also hate to accumulate



clutter. Their personality enhances their ability to live simply. Not me. I feel better with full

bookshelves, cupboards, and drawers. I find malls comforting and thrift stores exhilarating. Quite

likely, my pension to store up treasures here on earth runs a bit too deep.Enter: Mother Teresa,

Mary Poplin, Ron Sider, and Shane Claibourne. Since recognizing the grip that my materialism has

on me, I've embarked on a slow (and slightly reluctant) quest to examine it. I owned the book Rich

Christians in an Age of Hunger (by Ron Sider) for about five years before I had the guts to actually

read it. Then I joined the crowd reading Irresistible Revolution to find myself completely captured by

its fresh and clear vision. This fall, I came across Finding Calcutta: What Mother Teresa taught me

about meaningful work and service by Mary Poplin. I've long admired Mother Teresa's work and

wisdom; and have also wanted to hear more from Mary Poplin since she spoke on education and

poverty at the university where I teach. In spite of my reluctance, my worldview is being reshaped by

such books, and my shopping habits are certainly being redefined!Whereas Rich Christians is

factual and data-full, Irresistible Revolution is passionate, funny, and, well, irresistible and

revolutionary, Finding Calcutta is simple and focusing.
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and Practice Who Was Mother Teresa? 
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